The Month of Muharram

Now another great month dawns upon us, the month of Muharram which is the first month of the Islamic calendar.

Muharram itself means ‘sacred’ and is from those months which have been mentioned as sacred in the Holy Qur’aan.
Almighty Allah states in the Holy Qur’aan:

“The number of months in the sight of Allah are twelve (in a year) - So ordained by Him the day He created the heavens and the earth; of them four are sacred: That is the right religion. So wrong not yourselves therein.”
(Surah At-Tawbah: 36)

The four months, according to authentic Ahaadith, are the months of Zhul-Qa`dah, Zhul Hijjah, Muharram and Rajab. The sanctity of these four months was observed in the Shari'ah of all the Ambiyaa (Prophets) (AS).

‘Allah Ta'ala made them (i.e. the four months) sacred and increased their sanctity. Hence declared a sin therein more severe and increased the virtue of good deeds and (also) the reward thereof.’
(Ibn Katheer).

From out of the four sacred months, Muharram has been blessed with certain specific virtues:-
Fasting During the Month
 The Holy Prophet Muhammad 
“The best of fasts besides the month of Ramadhan is the fasting of Allah's month of Muharram.”
(Muslim)

Although the fasts of the month of Muharram are not obligatory, yet one who fasts in these days out of his own will is entitled to a great reward by Allah Almighty. The Hadith cited above signifies that the fasts of the month of Muharram are most rewardable ones among the Nafl or voluntary fasts.

In another Hadith, Hazrat Ibn Abbas (Radhiyallahu-Anhu) reports, that the Messenger of Allah [image: image1.png]


 said:
“The one that keeps a fast in the month of Muharram will receive the reward of thirty fasts for each fast (in this sacred month).”
(Tabraani)

The Hadith does not mean that the reward promised for fasts of Muharram can only be attained by fasting for the whole month. On the contrary, each fast during this month has merit. Therefore, one should take advantage of this opportunity.
Âashurah the 10th of Muharram

There are many bounties of this month, especially the 10th of Muharram. The day is named ‘Âashurah’. It is one of the most important and blessed days of Allah in the Islamic calendar.

Ibn Abbas (RA) says,

“I did not see Rasulullah [image: image2.png]


 anxiously await the fast of any day, which he gave preference to over other days, but this day (of Âashurah) and the month of Ramadan.”

(Bukhari)

According to the Holy companion, Ibn Abbas Radhiallahu Anhu, when the Holy Prophet [image: image3.png]


 migrated to Madinah; he found that the Jews of Madinah used to fast on the 10th day of Muharram. They said that it was the day on which the Holy Prophet Musa Alayhis Salaam and his followers crossed the Red Sea miraculously, and the Pharaoh was drowned in its water. On hearing this from the Jews, the Holy Prophet [image: image4.png]


 said, “We are more closely related to Musa Alayhis Salaam than you.”  So the Prophet [image: image5.png]


 directed the Muslims to fast on the day of Âashurah.

(Abu Dawood)

Fasting on the 9th, 10th and 11th 

Initially the Muslims only fasted on the 10th but before his demise, Rasulullâh Sallallâhu ‘alayhi wasallam mentioned that if he were alive the next year, he would fast on the 9th as well. Sadly, Rasulullâh Sallallâhu ‘alayhi wasallam did not live to see the following Muharram. It is therefore necessary for Muslims to fast on the 9th and 10th of Muharram or on the 10th and 11th. Because certain narrations mention that one should fast a day before Âashurah or a day after, it is best for a Muslim to fast on the 9th, 10th and 11th of Muharram (three days).

Two great virtues of the 10th of Muharram:-

1. The one who fasts on this day Allah will forgive his (minor ) sins for the past year,

Abu Qataada (R.A.) has related that the Prophet [image: image6.png]


 is reported to have said,
“It is my thought that by fasting on the 10th of Muharram Allah Ta'aalaa will pardon the sins of the past year.”
(Tirmizi)

2. On this day he who spends more lavishly for the sake of his family members, Allah Ta'aalaa will bestow blessing upon the sustenance of the following year, Rasulullah [image: image7.png]


 said:
“One who generously spends on his family on the day of Âashurah, Allah will increase (his provision) for the whole year.” 

(Baihaqi)

These are the only actions supported by Ahadeeth. 

Let us observe this great day according to the ways of Rasulullah [image: image8.png]


 and the Sahabah (Radhiyallahu-Anhum), and refrain from all innovations which deprive us of the blessings from Almighty Allah. 

May Allah guide us all upon the Straight Path and save us from every act which brings His displeasure.
Ameen.
